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DO YOU USE THE TRAVELING LIBRARY? 


At the District Conferences last spring, many libraries reported giv- 
ing service to the surrounding rural areas, and others could not give 
such service because their book stock was not equal to the demand. 
The Trave ing Library Department, State Office Building, Madison, is 
ready to help you meet any demand, whether for more books for general 
reading or for the special book that you cannot afford to buy. Perhaps 
this would be a good time to list the services to libraries that it is pre- 
pared to furnish. 

1. Deposit collections of books for general reading, on six months 
loan, generally in boxes containing 50 to 60 books, a third adult fiction, 
a third adult non-fiction, a third juvenile. A library may borrow from 
one to six boxes at a time, and pays the freight both ways. 

2. “New book” collections of 25 books, too new or too popular to go 
out for so long a period, may be borrowed for a period of six weeks. The 
library sends 25 cents to pay the outgoing postage, since these go by 
mai!, and may ask for fiction or non-fiction, or anything desired. 

8. Reference and special book service, on the three weeks loan, with 
the Traveling Library paying the outgoing postage, is extended to 
libraries as well as to individuals in rural areas. Wherever your collec- 
tion is weak, depend on the Traveling Library. Tell your patron that 
you will try to get for him from Madison whatever book he wants that 
you do not own, or material on any subject. If the Traveling Library 
does not have it, and it can be borrowed from the University, it will be 
sent from that source. 

4. If there are any study clubs in your city, the Traveling Library 
will lend you collections of outlines to help them plan their year’s pro- 
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gram, and, when the program is planned, dates and topics chosen, if 
you will check it with your own collection to find out which topics you 
can care for locally, and then send it to the T. L., material will be found 
for each topic and sent to you, automatically, three weeks before the 
day on which the topic appears on the program, for the use of the person 
responsible for that day. 

These services are intended for all libraries, large and small. The 
larger libraries may not need general collections to supplement their 
own stock, but all of them have special occasional demands that need a 
little reference work done in Madison where the University and State 
Historical and Legislative Reference libraries cover special fields. Ask 
the T. L. to do it, that is what it is for. Never turn any borrower away 





unsatisfied, without saying “I’ll try to get it in Madison.” 


Jennie T. Scurace, Chief 
Traveling Library Department 


ADD THESE TO YOUR PAMPHLET FILE 
Compiled by Katharine J. Middleton 


AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY. 541 S. Alexan- 
dria, Los Angeles, issues inexpensive 
booklets giving authentic and up-to- 
date information about gems, jewelry 
and silverware. Some of the titles are: 
Jewelry and jewelers, 9c; Diamonds, 
their purchase and care, 20c; Birth- 
stones, 50c; Important diamonds of the 
world, 25c; The story of sterling, 20c. 
Fascinating facts about gems, 25c 


OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY, Agricultural 
Extension service. Enriching life with 
books. Columbus, 1938 (Bul. 193). 


Contents: What books can do for us. The home 
library. A brief history of books. Periodicals. 
Books that contribute to a capable, well-adjusted 
life. Includes annotated lists of books. 


PAN AMERICAN UNION, Washington, D. 
C., issues the following pamphlets: 
American city series, American nation 
series, Commodities of commerce series. 
They give the present outstanding facts 
about nations, cities, commodities, for 
the average reader. Are useful in ref- 
erence work with schools and clubs. 

Price of each pamphlet is 5c 


PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION. 
Constitution bibliography: selected 
reading list on the Constitution of the 
United States for elementary and sec- 
ondary schools. Harrisburg, Dept. of 
public instruction. 1938. 

The grade is given for each book. 


ENOCH PRATT FREE LIBRARY., Baltimore, 
Md., issues book lists on many topics 
from Chinese art to Science for chil- 
dren. Annotations are given, as well 
as price and publisher. Bibliographical 
work has been done in collaboration 
with specialists to insure real value. 
Special rates on quantity orders, eith- 
er with or without your own library 
imprint. Single copies are 2c each. 


PuBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, INC., 8 W. 
40th St., New York City, issues a 
monthly series of Public Affairs Pam- 
phlets which may be subscribed for at 
$3.00 for 36 issues, or bought separate- 
ly for 10c a copy. They deal with such 
topics as Consumer credit, The su- 
preme court, Youth today. No. 23 is 






January, 1939] 


entitled, Industrial price policies, and 
is a summary of Industrial price poli- 
cies and economic progress, by E. G. 
Nourse and H. R. Druray, published ip 
1938 by the Brookings Institution. 


QUAKER LACE Co., New York City. Your 
windows: how to curtain them. 


A booklet with excellent illustrations of the 
various styles of curtains. Free. 


Rost, MILDRED K. Candles of Christmas. 
Pub. by the author, 1111 West St.. 
Oceanside, Calif. 1936. 25c. 

A brief history of the candle, f.llowed by an 
excellent ten page bibliography on customs, his- 
tory, use, making of candles, superstitions, stories. 
plays, games and entertainments, school exercises 
STONE, SHEPARD. Shadow over Europe: 

the challenge of Nazi Germany. N. Y. 

Foreign policy ass’n. 1938. (Headline 

books) 25c. 

An excellent brief review of Germany, how she 
gained her present power and what she is trying 
to do with it. Includes a short bibliography. 

An-.ther pamphlet in this series is Bricks without 
mortar by Varian Fry, the story of international 
cooperation. 


Swiss FEDERAL RarLrRoaps. All about 
Switzerland. A monthly magazine. 475 
4th Ave., New York City. 


A small magazine that trequently con‘ains in- 
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formation hard to find elsewhere. Useful witn 
schools and clubs. Free. 


U. S. CHILDREN’S BuREAU. The prema- 
ture baby. (Separate from infant care, 
No. 8) Govt. ptg. office. 1938. 


Devoted to the care of the premature baby in 
the home. Gives details for making a special bed, 
and information ab:ut proper clothing, feeding, 
weight. Answers questions not found in the aver- 
age baby book. 


U. S. WoMEN’s BuREAU. The legal status 
of women in the U.S. A., Jan. 1, 1938: 
report for Wisconsin. Supt. of docs., 5c. 
“An advance printing of individual state ma- 

terial, constituting part of a compilation now being 


prepared to show the present legal status of women 
in the U. S. A.” 


The woman worker. Published 
every two months. Supt. of docs., 5c a 
copy or 25c a year. 


Devoted to such tcpics as Women in unions, 
Women and the WPA, Wages, Hours of labor. 





WISCONSIN CONSERVATION BULLETIN for 
October, 1938, contains an article on 
Waterfowl in Wisconsin, with descrip- 
tions of each variety and black-and- 
white illustrations. An answer to the 
perennial questions on ducks and geese 
of the state. 


"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


Send all news items to Mrs. Winifred L. Davis, Editor, "Round the Circle 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


Boscobel. The librarian writes that 
the library was decorated with the usual 
“Book Week” posters and many other 
very fine book posters. Monday and Tues- 
day the public and parochial schools were 
entertained. They came to the library by 
grades and each pupil was given a treat. 
There were 542 pupils who visited Hilde- 
brand Memor:al Library in those two 
days and everyone from the second grade 
up took at least one book. There were 33 
new juven.le borrowers and 5 adult. Cir- 
culat.on for the week was 1162 books. 


Burlington. Open house which is an 
annual event during Good Book Week 


was observed this year at the library, 
with women members of the Library 
Board assisting Miss Smithers and her 
assistant Miss Trost. The afternoon was 
devoted to giving patrons an opportunity 
to examine the many new books for chil- 
dren as well as those of interest to adults. 

The children for some weeks had con- 
ducted a treasure hunt and on the final 
day of Book Week they came to the libra- 
ry to learn of their success. A special 
book shelf with children’s books contain- 
ing clues to the questions was arranged 
in the public library for the contest. The 
list of eighty questions was posted in the 
schools and in their reading the young- 
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sters found the answers. The final exami- 
nation was written with ratings based on 
the forty test questions selected from the 
list. 


Cudahy. Since moving to new quar- 
ters last spring the librarian reports that 
the circulation of books has doubled and 
a magazine circulation has been inau- 
gurated. 

Two story hours are held and are prov- 
ing to be most popular, especially the one 
held Friday evenings for children ten to 
thirteen years of age, and in charge of a 
student attending teachers college. The 
purpose of these story hours, as Miss Jan- 
kowich, librarian, writes, is to stimulate 
and encourage reading of a constructive 
type, although not all the time is devoted 
to reading. Outdoor events are held and 
tours are made to places of interest, such 
as the museum, WTMJ broadcasting sta- 
tion, etc. 

The Junior Chamber of Commerce 
sponsored a book drive which, due to ex- 
tensive publicity and personal contact, 
made the public library-conscious. 


Fairchild. Sixty children and some 
grown-ups enjoyed a play entitled The 
enchanted door as given by Miss Violet 
Disterhoft at the library on the last day 
of Good Book Week. Each child repre- 
sented a book character and it is reported 
that all members of the cast did excep- 
tionally good acting. (At the close of the 
play, stories were told by Miss Disterhoft 
and Miss Helen Kootke. Posters were on 
display about town during the week. 


Fond du Lac. An interesting feature 
of Book Week was the publication of a 
miniature newspaper by the library dis- 
tributed in all of the schools every morn- 
ing during the week. The first issue was 
headed with a Book Week slogan, “New 
Books New Worlds.” The issue also car- 
ried a resolution which all pupils were 
asked to keep. The resolution said “Each 
book that I read and enjoy, I will tell one 
other child about it.” 

Other issues of the paper included a 
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number of small articles contributed by 
the pupils. 


Greenwood. The library sponsored an 
essay contest in celebration of the 25th 
anniversary of its existence and in ob- 
servance of National Book Week, Novem- 
ber 14 to 19. 

In the children’s contest, papers on the 
topic “Why I Like My Library” were 
written by the classes of the local public 
and parochial schools from the fifth 
grades through the senior year. From 
these essays two were selected from each 
class and submitted for judging to the 
library board. Awards were made to the 
winners at the library Saturday after- 
noon, November 19. 


Kenosha. The following program was 
carried out at the Book Fair conducted by 
the library during Good Book Week. 
Tuesday—8:15 P. M. Books for Our 

Times. Mary Katharine Reely, Wis. 

Library Commission. 
Wednesday—2:00 P. M. Books, Whither 

and Wherefore. Flora E. Hottes, Chil- 

dren’s Librarian. 

7:30 P. M. (adults) Plays: King Midas 

or the Golden Touch 

Rumpelstiltskin 

The Happy Man 

Presented by Footlight Friends. 

Mrs. Ross Taylor, Director. 
Thursday—2:30 P. M. Informal after- 

noon with rare books. 

Hostesses—Members of Library 

Board. Mrs. A. H. Lance, Mrs. L. 

L. Virgil, Mrs. Walter J. Cav- 

anagh. 

8:15 P. M. Book Review—Benjamin 

Franklin by Carl Van Doren. Dr. G. 

R. Cady, First Congregational Church. 
Friday—2 to 6 P. M. Youth Day. High 

School and Junior High School Stu- 

dents. Librarians will talk informally 

on books. 

8:15 P. M. Behind Library Doors, mov- 

ies of G. M. Simmons Library. Cora M. 

Frantz, Librarian, in charge. 
Saturday—9 to 12 A. M. Children’s Day. 

2to6 P.M. Librarians will talk books 

with children. 
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5 P.M. Plays by Footlight Friends for 

children only. 

The Book Fair was open to adults only 
each day from 2 to 6 and 7 to 9 P. M., 
and on Saturday for children from 9 to 12 
A. M. and 2 to 6 P. M. 

The newspaper accounts of the pro- 
gram can be given only in part. Miss 
Reely on the opening night stressed books 
of special significance today: the Rivers 
of America Series; those dealing with 
American traditions, history and inter- 
pretation of life in the United States; 
and a third group, those books which seem 
to present European traditions. 

Wednesday was on the order of “Par- 
ents’ Day” at the Book Fair. Friday was 
called Youth Day when special invita- 
tions were sent to Kemper Hall, senior 
high school, and to students of the ninth 
grades in junior high schools. 

The success of the Fair is expressed by 
Miss Frantz: “Our Book Fair was one 
of the finest things this library has ever 
done and we have had so many favorable 
comments concerning it. I believe it sur- 
prised the people, as nothing like it had 
ever been put on in Kenosha, and it cer- 
tainly drew a large crowd each day. It 
was an immense amount of work, but as 
each staff member took part in it, the 
burden was not entirely for a few. Then 
the excellent spirit of the staff helped to 
make the whole affair a real success.” 


La Crosse. The public library observed 
its 50th anniversary on November 20. To 
commemorate the event all residents were 
invited to attend “open house.” Special 
exhibits were arranged. A display of 
16th and 17th century books; pictures cf 
the proposed new branches; and views of 
La Crosse scenes and pictures of resi- 
dents of the 1880’s and ’90’s attracted in- 
terest. 

The La Crosse Leader and Tribune 
Press devoted a large amount of its No- 
vember 20th issue to the history of the 
library, and to the present and future 
plans. The library's building is the oldest 
public library in the state. It was estab- 
lished through the generosity of the late 
ex-governor C. C. Washburn, who pro- 
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vided in his will for the erection and 
maintenance of a public library, the sum 
of $50,000. The direct precursor to The 
La Crosse Public Library was the Young 
Men’s Library Association, and termi- 
nated its connection with a donation of 
$7,000. 

Three librarians during these 50 years 
have been at the head of the library: 
Annie Hanscome, Mary Alice Smith, and 
the present librarian, Lilly M. E. Bor- 
resen. 


Madison. A series of five articles con- 
sisting of Questions and Answers about 
the public library has been running in 
one of the local papers. The following are 
representative: 

Q. Isn’t the library chiefly a recreational! 
reading center? 

A. An important function, but not the 
most important function of the library 
is to provide recreational reading. A 
large percentage of the so-called “rec- 
reational” reading is constructive and 
informative. About one-third of the 
books bought for the library are fiction, 
although a little more than half of the 
total number borrowed are fiction. 

Q. Do people read more or less fiction 
now than they used to? 

A. In the last six years the trend in read- 
ing has been steadily towards less fic- 
tion and more non-fiction. Of the books 
borrowed by adults at the main library, 
the percentage of fiction books has de- 
clined from 70 per cent in 1931 to only 
54 per cent in 1938. 

Q. What does a reference librarian do? 

A. In general, the reference librarian is 
a person who is highly trained in the 
knowledge and use of printed materials 
for the purpose of giving specialized 
service to people seeking information. 

Q. Who uses the reference service. 

A. All kinds of people who want to settle 
points of fact. 


Marinette. ‘‘A grand puppet show” is 
the description of the entertainment giv- 
en for the children on the last day of 
Good Book Week from “ten in the morn- 
ing to three in the afternoon.” 

The fine $24,000 bequest by the will of 
the late Mr. Harry Brown, which was 
mentioned in the last BULLETIN, is to be 
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a trust fund, $1200 given to the board 
each year for 20 years for books. 


Milwaukee Vocational School. A most 
attractive Supplement to the Vocational 
School News was published by the school 
for Book Week. The design on the first 
page, suggesting “New Books, New 
Worlds” was made by Margaret Racki. 
Under such headings as Worlds Un- 
known, People Make the World, Poetic 
Worlds, The World Laughs With You, 
Around the World, Old World Through 
History, The Movie World, A World of 
Romance, All the World’s a Stage, World 
Problems, a few books suggestive of the 
titles were commented on briefly. 


Monroe. The library has been redeco- 
rated and is now equipped with a new 
semi-indirect lighting system which is 
proving very satisfactory. 

Classes in the use of the library are 
now conducted in the library building. 
Hitherto Mrs. Kohli has gone to the 
schools to give these lessons. Under the 
present arrangement classes for grades 
from the 8rd to the 6th are scheduled at 
the library every Wednesday and Thurs- 
day. The arrangement brings each grade 
to the library every third week. Ninety 
minutes are alloted to each period, which 
is divided into two parts. For one half 
of the period the children are given the 
library instruction under Mrs. Kohli; for 
the other half they have supervised read- 
ing under the direction of their teacher, 
this reading planned to corre!ate with 
their school studies. Mrs. Kohli states 
that this plan is working out very suc- 
cessfully. Classes are held in the morn- 
ing. Children’s room and Reading room 
are used for the purpose, and by dividing 
the children into groups and alternating 
at the end of the half period all are kept 
busy for the full time. 

At the beginning of December Miss 
Reely of the Library Commission Staff 
spent two days in the library acting as 
Readers’ Adviser to those who cared to 
come in with their book problems. In all 
31 patrons availed themselves of this op- 
portunity to try out “a new personal 
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contact service,” as Mrs. Kohli expressed 
it in her publicity. Questions asked 
ranged from Children’s books for Christ- 
mas to the Technique of modern poetry 
and the Philosophy of humor. Books 
about early days in America, Books for 
family enjoyment, Nursing as a career, 
4-H club work as a career, a reading 
course in Popular psychology, and books 
on Modern European affairs were among 
the other interesting requests. 


Sauk City. The Milwaukee-Sauk City 
Club composed of former Sauk City resi- 
dents, have at various times shown great 
interest in the maintenance of their home 
town library by giving gifts of books or 
money for books. During the town's Cen- 
tennial and Homecoming celebration, 
which occurred last August, the club pre- 
sented a beautiful and serviceable libra- 
rian’s desk. For the occasion an appro- 
priate and fitting program was arranged 
consisting of speeches, reading and song. 

The Home Economics Club, which has 
always had the welfare of the library in 
their program of activities asked Mrs. W. 
L. Davis of the Library Commission to 
speak for them on what the library should 
stand for in a community. The title cf 
the ta.k was Standards Plus! 

In a letter from the president of the 
likrary board is the following: “Three of 
us inciuding the librarian will institute a 
‘purge’ of some o!d books and magazines.” 


Watertown. One feature of Good Book 
Week was the compilation of a list of 
books in the library on child study and 
in booklet form, under the title Books for 
parents, this list was sent out with the 
following greeting: 

Dear Parents: We send you our greetings 
for Book Week with this list of books. 

We hope you wiil let the library help 
you soive some of your problems. Do not 
hesitate to ask for our assistance. 


With very best wishes, 
FLORENCE C. Hays, 
Librar‘an. 


The children’s room during this week 
featured, among other things, much «f 
the work the children had carried out in 
the schools, and suggesting the use of 
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books in the library. These consisted of 
their posters, and also built-up scenes 
taken from stories of other lands. 


Wausau. The outstanding point in the 
Book Week display was a large boat with 
sails of book covers. The boat was set on 
a very large map made by a staff member 
representing the seven seas. There were 
books in the boat, sailing the seven seas. 

That the boys and girls took advantage 
of the 300 new books on display in the 
children’s room is evidenced by their vol- 


untarily establishing a reserve system, . 


and asking the staff to meet the demands 
which they were making on the books. 
While no such practice has ever been fol- 
lowed before, the staff complied and 75 
reserves were placed on the new books. 
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A Boys and Girls Book Club has been 
started. 


Whitehall. 
rian, writes: 

“We have 30 books from Independence 
and they have a like number from here. 
We feel that it is a great idea. Our peo- 
ple like it. We send each other a list of 
titles and each pick 30 as first choice and 
15 as second to allow some being out. We 
are to keep them three months. A girl 
from here in the bank of Independence is 
willing to carry them back and forth at 
the time of exchanging. When she can- 
not do this we will mail the books.” 

Mrs. Lieberg also tells of the plan to 
extend this cooperative idea with Arca- 
dia, Galesville and others in the area. 


Mrs. Lieberg, the libra- 


A PROGRAM OF BOOKS AND READING AT THE 
STATE INDUSTRIAL HOME FOR WOMEN 


At the Industrial Home for Women, 
Taycheedah, Wisconsin, a library collec- 
tion is being built up with the girls in 
mind who are to use it. A Book Club has 
been organized also which at first was 
limited in membership. There was no 
obligation placed upon the members, other 
than that they should be ready to tell 
about the books read. This has grown in- 
to the making of regular book reports and 
has given an opportunity for directed 
reading. A simple lending system is fol- 
lowed, each girl signing her name on the 
book card, which in turn is studied by 
the matrons, resulting in discoveries of 
interests which may become a clue to the 
help and direction needed. 

In one month 187 books were read, an 
average of 414 books per girl. There were 
five girls who read between 8 and 11 books 
in one month; eleven who read 5 to 7; 
twenty-two who read 2 to 4; one who read 
1; another who read less than one. When 
a new book order comes in and is made 
ready for circulation, it is noticed that 
fewer magazines are checked out. 

A few statements taken from a recent 
report are given without comment. They 


speak for themselves, and are, to those 
who believe in the influence of the printed 
page, full of significance. 

Porter books still remain the favorite, 
with Freckles leading, checked out 35 
times over a period of 14 months. 

M— was not interested very much in 
anything; was making no marked ad- 
vancement in class work. In some reading 
she was doing, the Song of the lark was 
mentioned. Showed her the picture, we 
discussed it and also the life of Breton. 
For the first time her interest was keenly 
aroused. Before long she not only knew 
every picture in Book 1 of Great pictures 
and their stories, by Lester, but the artist 
as well. She watched every magazine for 
pictures, sketches and comments on paint- 
ings and begged for them for her scrap- 
book. She seemed as proud of this scrap- 
book as one of the artists over his mas- 
terpiece. Color became an obsession with 
her and she sat absolutely spellbound 
during the picture Snow White and the 
seven dwarfs. 

A Penny Picture was given each girl 
for study. For the Saturday night pro- 
gram each one gave a report on her copy 
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and told the name of the artist and some- 
thing of his life. Once more it was made 
evident that these girls do rise to the 
finer and beautiful things. For material 
on their pictures they used the eight 
books on Great pict ‘res and their stores, 
by Lester, and Picture study by Kibbe 
and Bush. 

K—, manifesting a mean and revenge- 
ful disposition, cne day brought in a bum- 
ble bee’s nest hoping that somecne would 
be stung. When complimented on her 
“find” and asked to be on the look-out for 
a hornet’s nest, she was very much sur- 
prised. Withn a week che found one, 
however, and proud!y brought it in. It 
was cut open and the structure studied. 
Keeper of bees was discussed in class, and 
everyone was asked what they knew 
about bees. K—read every article she 
could find on the subject and later be- 
came interested in ants and then flowers. 
She worked outdoors and was given 
charge of the flowers later. She became 
a prodigious reader of all our nature 
books and magazines. : 

S—is not very strong and a rest period 
in the sun was prescribed. She became in- 
terested in watching ants. She reported 
on The astonishing ant by Kenly. Three 
ant hills on the back lawn she c‘aimed 
for her own and visited them several 
times a day, taking crumbs of any sweets 
she could find. When she left she asked 
us to take good care of her ants. 

J—, called “Pepper Box,” is preparing 
a book report on Camera trails through 
Africa, by Johnson. 

L— is so busy with books on Personal- 
ity that she has time for little e!se but 
that and her work. She has been reading 
Twelve tests of character by Fosdick and 
“How to win friends and influence people, 
and has already read Girl today and 
woman tomorrow, by Hunter, Everyday 
living for girls by Van Duzer and is wait- 
ing for Personality preferred by Wood- 
ward. 

Cur scrapkooks started a poetry epi- 
demic. The following books were used: 
One hundred and one famous poems, Se- 
lected poems and parodies of Louis Un- 
termeyer, When we were very young by 
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A. A. Milne, From snow to snow by R. 
Frost. 

Flower arrangement by Rockwell & 
Grayson was used to good advantage by 
most of the girls deta‘led to officers’ 
maid. 

In connection with our Book Club for 
study of astronomy gocd use is being 
made of the following this fall: Astron- 
omy from a dipper, C.arke; Stars for 
Sam, Reed; When the Stars come out, 
Baker. 

Gardens in glass, by Andrews, started 
our fish bowl garden. 

In our spelling c’asses we are making 
good use of our dictionaries in teaching 
marking and meaning of words. 

Gur book club at present has a mem- 
bership of sixteen. We had eight in our 
first club. It is interesting to note that 
several of our “problems” joined. In book 
club, class, and occasiona!ly in Current 
Events we discuss the books of fiction. 
One girl tells the plot or some interesting 
parts of the book she is reading and so 
“sells” it to the rest of the class. We are 
aso trying to get them to connect book 
and author. Cataloging our library, with 
an author and title index, has been an- 
other step in giving the giris a degree of 
eff.ciency in using the book collection. 

Our Open Forum in which all the girls 
take an active part is gradually leading 
to more debate work. This, in turn, neces- 
sitates reference material. Question un- 
der discussion on one program was “Pa- 
role vs. serving full sentence.” 

Our National Geographics, encyclo- 
ped-as, and the nature library on wild 
flowers, bugs, animals, trees, birds and 
butterflies are all being used for nature 
work. 


Definite assignments were made in the 
following books for our Personality Class. 
Everyday living for girls, Van Duzer; 
Mede in dress and home, D. Donovon; 
Good looks for girls, H. R. Cades; Girl 
today and woman tomo.row, Hunter. 

Takcn from the Report of the Girls’ Reading, 
Ji.cr Aci.v.ties, and Benefits Rece-ved from the 
Library Department of the Institution, made to 
Mrs. Ll.zabe.h B. Prescott, Superintendent, by 
Mrs. Stoneman, Teacher Matron. 
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A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 


Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


General Works 


Humble, Marion. Rural America reads. 
1938. 101p. Am. Assn. for Adult Ed- 
ucation, $1. 027.4 


In the course of her survey of rural library 
service, made last year, Miss Humble visited Wis- 
consin. As an outcome of that visit we may now 
read the interesting accounts she has incorporated 
into her report of the Shawano county library 
project, of the Waupun discussion group, of inter- 
library cooperation in the Fox River Valley, and 
other references to Wisconsin activities. These 
stories are typical of those she has gathered from 
Vermont to California, and together with her con- 
clusions they make a readable and significant con- 
tribu.ion to current library history. Call the book 
to the attention of board members, club women, 
county agents and others. 


MacCampbell, Donald. Selling what you 
write. 1938. 221p. Crowell, $2. 029.6 


Covers the business side of writing, including 
preparation of manuscripts, meth.ds of approach- 
ing editors, relations with agents, and other simi- 
lar ma.ters. On many of these points will tell the 
beginner what he wants to know. Markets are 
listed in an appendix. 

Sce Booklist 35: 39 Oct. 1 '38. 


Philosophy and Religion 


Devereux, Margaret G. Your life as a 
woman and how to make the most of 
it. 1938. 352p. Random, $1.95. 177 


How to make the most of what you have and 
build a happy and successful life with the equip- 
ment nature has given you is set forth clearly and 
sensibly in crisp readable style. Dev-loping y_ur 
own ab lities, being an asset to your hu_band, keep- 
ing your children's affection, and making an at- 
tractive home are the larger phases of the subject 
as treated. 

Sze Booklist 35: 76 Nov. 1 38. 


Kunkel, Fritz. Character growth educa- 
tion. 1938. 348p. Lippincott, $3.50. 
136.7 


By a German a-thority in the ficld of ch !d guid- 
ane. Covers Early e1!daocd Tue col period, 
and Adolesecnce; is quite technical and of m-vre 
in erest to the professional worker than to the 
parent. 

2e Booklist 85: 59 Oct. 15 ’38. 


Good Housekeeping marriage book. 
1938. 1738p. Prentice-Hall, $1.96. 173 


A series of articles in which problems of sex and 
marriage are treated in a sane and intelligent 
manner. Among the authors contributing are 
Ernest and Gladys H. Groves, Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Hornell Hart, Frances Bruce Strain, and William 
Lyon Phelps. Good for any library. 


Ziff, William B. The rape of Palestine. 
1938. 612p. Longmans, $3.50. 296 


A scathing indictment of British rule in Pales- 
tine. Holds that British policy has been dictated, 
first by power politics in the Mediterranean, and 
second by the anti-Semitism of a small and pow- 
erful group within the present government. All 
charges seem to be well documented, although the 
material is controversial; with 44 pages of notes 
containing citations of authorities, the text of the 
mandate for Palestine in an appendix, and a biblio- 
graphy of 14 pages. 


Social Problems 


Downey, Fairfax. Disaster fighters. 1938. 
321p. illus. Putnam, $3. 351.5 


Dramatic stories of some of the great disasters 
in which the Red Cross has played a part, begin- 
ning with forest fire in M‘chigan in 188i and 
coming down to the Ohio-Mississippi flood of 1937. 

S:e Booklist 85: 92 Nov. 15 ’88. 


Hodge, Clarence L. The Tennessee val- 
ley authority. 1938. 272p. Am. Uni- 
versity Press, $3. 352 


T..e TVA is studied as an experiment in the field 
of g-vernment, using the “‘region”’ as a new gov- 
ernmental uni.. There is a brief analysis of the 
TVA act, a description of the region involved and 
o/ .n2 admin.strai.v: cet-up, with spcc.al emphasis 
on the cooperative nature of the enterprise as it 
has developed. Bibliography (19p.) and index. 


Kirkpatrick, Clifford. Nazi Germany; its 
women and family life. 1938. 353p. 
illus. Bobbs, $3. 396 


Spend ng a sabbatical year in Germany, Profes- 
sor Kirkpatrick of the University of Minneso a 
concentrated his attenti.n on the problems of 
ar ily life and the position of women. The result 
3 an interesting book of observations from the 
point of v.ew of a sociologist, showing how care- 
fully the regimen-ati-n of daily life is planned 
and enforced. 

See Booklist 85: 60 Oct. 15 38. 
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O’Brien, Edna V. So I went to prison. 
1938. 282p. Stokes, $2.50. 365 


A woman stock broker who, in the winter of 
1933, found herself unexpectedly and very sur- 
prisingly arrested on a grand larceny charge, writes 
of her experiences as a prison inmate, first in the 
Tombs, later in Bedford. Told without bitterness. 
rather impersonally in fact, her story gives a vivid 
impression of what it means to be locked up, even 
in an institution that is well managed, such as 
Bedford. Interesting to read after 1 knew them in 
prison by Mary Harris, or, to go back further in 
prison history, the recent biography of Elizabeth 
Fry by Janet Whitney. 

See Booklist 35: 40 Oct. 1 ’38. 


Overstreet, Harry A. and Bonaro W. 
Town meeting comes to town. 1938. 
263p. Harper, $2.50. 374 


An account of an institution—the Town Hall in 
New York City—and of its most significant activ- 
ity—the Town Meeting of the Air. The surprising 
response that followed the first experimental broad- 
casts were a revelation of what such a program 
could mean in American life. It is with this as- 
pect of the subject that the authors are concerned, 
the meaning of this experiment to American de- 
mocracy. With its interesting illustrations will 
appeal to many of the listeners of the programs. 


Russell, Bertrand, Power. 1938. 315p. 
Norton, $3. 301 


A study of power as the chief motivating force 
in human history. Economic needs can be satis- 
fied very simply. Wealth is merely one form of 
power. Those who feel themselves inadequate ‘to 
exercise power join themselves to a strong leader 
in whose power they may share. “There is no 
hope for the human race unless power can be 
tamed, and brought into the service, not of this 
or that group of fanatical tyrants, but of the whole 
human race.”” Almost a fundamental book for those 
who would understand dictatorship. 

See Booklist 35: 60 Oct. 15 ’38. 


Silone, Ignazio. The school for dictators. 
1938. 336p. Harper, $2.50. 321.6 


Mr. W., the future dictator of America, in 
company with his secret adviser, Professor Pickup, 
is traveling in Europe to learn what he can of the 
technique of fascism. They fall in with a certain 
Thomas the Cynic and in a series of conversations 
di the phil hical and practical aspects of 
dictaturship. Witty and ironic, sometimes farcical, 
yet serious in purpose. 





Sobel, Louis H. Group methods in voca- 
tional guidance. 1938. 11llp. Furrow 
press, pa. 75c. 371.42 


This handbook has been worked out with the 
economic adjustment problems of Jewish youth 


(January, 1939 


especially in mind. Intended for workers in Jewish 
centers or Hebrew schools or for general guidance 
workers who have contacts with Jewish young 
people. Covers its subject well, has excellent biblio- 
graphies, and libraries recognizing the need will 
do well to add it to their vocational shelves. 


Science and Useful Arts 


Beebe, William. Log of the sun. (new 
ed.) 1938. 321p. Holt, $2.50. 504 


This collection of essays around the year was 
first published in 1905 in a handsome volume that 
sold at $6. In its present form, well printed, at- 
tractively bound, reasonably priced, it will be a 
worthwhile addition to the nature books in any 
library. Consists of 52 essays, one for each week 
of the year. 


Beebe, William, Zaca venture. 1938. 
308p. illus. Harcourt, $3. 591.92 


A record of two months in the spring of 1936, 
spent in and around the Gulf of Lower California. 
A study of the albatross, showing that Coleridge 
was a reliable ornithologist, is only one of the 
features of a book written with all the freshness 
of the author’s first works. Life continues to be an 
exciting adventure to Mr. Beebe. He makes it 
seem so for his readers. 

See Booklist 35: 41 Oct. 1 ’38. 


Bent, Silas. Slaves by the million; the 
story of mechanical progress in the 
home. 1938. 244p. Longmans, $2.50. 

643 


Might have been sub-titled Housekeeping then 
and now. In such chapters as Good cooking, better 
thinking; Washday; Seeing, a new science; Slaves 
in the garage; Homemade climate, describes many 
of the mechanical devices which make modern life 
easy. Somewhat in the nature of glorified advertis- 
ing, altho no names are named. 

See Booklist 35: 111 Dec. 1 38. 


Broadcasting and the public; a case 
study in social ethics. 1938. 220p. 
Abingdon Press, $1.50. 621.384 


A study made for the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America. Covers all aspects 
of broadcasting, its history, federal regulation, or- 
ganization of the industry and the various types 
of broadcast. A glossary and a summary of the 
Communications Act contribute to reference value. 
Bibliigraphy (4p.) and index. 


Haggard, Howard W. Man and his body. 
1938. 594p. illus. Harper, $4. 612 
Written by an authority and in a style not too 
technical, this will prove an admirable book for 
general circulation in the public library. The 
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treatment is topical, with such chapter titles as 
The human machine and the sources of its energy; 
Digestion and iis derangements, The complete nor- 
mal diet; Gases, dusts and poisons, Parasites and 
the diseases they carry. Illustrated with x-ray 
photographs and diagrams. Well indexed. 

See Booklist 85: 112 Dec. 1 ’38. 


Holmes, Harry N. Have you had your 
vitamins? 1938. 60p. illus. Farrar, 
$1. 612.3 


Simple and nontechnical introduction to vita- 
mins, their discovery and isolation and their health 
giving properties. 

See Booklist 35: 62 Oct. 15 38. 


Hurley, Richard J. comp. Key to the 
out-of-doors; a bibliography of nature 
books and materials. 1938. 256p. 
Wilson, $2.50. 507 


Listing books, pamphlets and films, this is a 
very comprehensive guide to available material in 
the field of natural sciences. Sparingly annotated 
but by the use of abbreviations and symbols, as 
well as arrangement, gives adequate clues to 
contents. 

See Booklist 35: 109 Dec. 1 ’38. 


Van de Water, Frederic. We're still in 
the country. 1938. 253p. John Day, 
$2.50. 630.1 


A series of less closely related chapters similar 
to the author’s A home in the country and quite as 
readable. Good to pick up in the intervals of more 
serious reading. Good for reading aloud. 

See Booklist 35: 80 Nov. 1 °38. 


Fine Arts 


Cummings, Diane. Figure skating as a 
hobby. 1938. 132p. Harper, $2. 796.9 


Begins with directions for the person who is just 
learning to skate and proceeds to the simpler forms 
of figure skating. Well illustrated wich diagrams 
and photographs. 


Duncan, William Cary. Golden hoofs. 
1938. 159p. illus. Lippincott, $2.50. 
798 


She was a famous trotting horse of the 1860's; 
not only that, but “the most amazing race horse of 
all times,” if this book is to be believed. Born 
Nellie, later called Mamie, she won fame as many 
an actress has under a s.age name, as Goldsmith 
Maid. She raced once in Milwaukee, on Sept. 6 
1870, and, altho she was past her prime, her per- 
formance was the sport topic of the day the c_un- 
try over. As her story is told here she becomes a 
personality and the book a contribution to sport- 
ing history. 
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Poore, Charles. Goya. 1938. 293p. il- 
lus. Scribner, $3.50. 759.6 


In eresting and well-documented life of the 
Spanish painter, Goya, giving the troublesome 
background of his times, which were very like the 
present, and an appreciative description of his 
paintings. Well reproduced illustrations, a Bibli- 
ography and a catalog of his famous series of 
etchings are features of the work. 

See Booklist 35: 116 Dec. 1 ’38. 


Literature 


Case, Josephine Young. At midnight on 
the 31st of March. 1938. 132p. 
Houghton, $2. 811 or 821 


Altho siories t.ld in verse may not have a wide 
popularity, we predict that few who once begin 
this tale of what happened in the village of Saug- 
ersville when all contacts with the outer world 
were cut will lay it down before the end is reached. 
It is the strange story of a modern community 
forced to go back to the primitive ways of its an- 
cestors and of how the various characters met the 
situation. Written in natural colloquial language, 
realistic, yet stirring to the imagination. 

See Booklist 35: 118 Dec, 1 °38. 


Schramm, Wilbur L. The story work- 
shop. 1938. 458p. Little, $1.75. 808.3 


Short stories selected and edited with critical 
comments intended for the beginning writer. Both 
present day and older story writers are represented, 
and the book is good as a collection for reading as 
well as for study purposes. 


Moffat, Donald. The prejudices of Mr. 
Pennyfeather. 1938. 274p. illus. Lit- 
tle, $2. 814 or 824 


These delightfully urbane papers in which Mr. 
Pennyfeather expresses his opinions and prejudices 
on Manhattan (he is a Bostonian), on war, genius, 
skiing, politics, women, travel, and other matters, 
have been appearing from time to time in the 
Atlantic. In book form they will find new readers 
among those who frequent the essay shelves. 

See Booklist 35: 81 Nev. 1 °38. 


History and Travel 
Burt, Struthers. Powder river; let ’er 
buck. (Rivers of America). 1938. 
389p. illus. Farrar, $2.50. 917.8 


Of the four volumes of the Rivers of America 
that have appeared this one has the grimmest story 
to tell. A tributary of the Yellowstone, which in 
turn is a tributary of the Missouri, the Powder 
rises in the Tetons and flows north thru Wyoming 
and Montana. It was the last h.me of the Sioux 
and the scene of the first skirmishes in the Indian 
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warfare which came to a climax at the Little Big 
Horn. Following after this bitter tale comes the 
story of the cattle kingdom, which hed its grim 
phases too. And today there is the dude ranch. 
The author writes well of the country he knows 
and loves and the book is a worthy addition to the 
series. 


Gunther, John. Inside Europe. Rev. ed. 
1938. 531p. Harper, $3.50. 920 


A new introduction of 18 pages, summarizing 
events in Europe up to and including the Munich 
agreements, and a new chapter of 20 pages on the 
Fascist offensive, inserted in the body of the book, 
are the additions to this 1938 edition. 


Hennepin, Louis. Description of Louisi- 
ana, tr. by Marion E. Cross. 1938. 
190p. Univ. of Minn. Press, $3.50. 

917.7 


One of the earliest of books of travel into the 
Mississippi valley, published in France in 1683. 
Louisiana then embraced all of the Mississippi 
territory and Father Hennepin’s description in- 
volves a voyage from Green Bay to the Mississippi, 
the discovery of and naming St. Anthony Falls, 
and many interesting notes on the Wisconsin and 
Minnesota Indians. 


Hoffman, Ruth and Helen. We married 
an Englishman. 1938. 314p. illus. 
Carrick, $2.75. 915.6 


Light hearted account of housekeeping and oth- 
er adventures in Mesopotamia, told by two sisters, 
one of whom married the Englishman and went 
there to live, accompanied by her twin. Has some 
of the same spirit as With malice toward some and 
should be read in a similar mood. The authors are 
artists and their amusing drawings illustrate the 
book. 

See Booklist 35: 7 Sept. 1 ’38. 


Jacques Florence Page. Canoe country. 
1938. 78p. illus. Univ. of Minn. 
Press, $2.50. 917.76 


The spirit of the northern forests transmitted 
in word and pictures. In the form of a diary kept 
on a canoe trip into Northern Minnesota and 
Canada. The pictures are by the author’s husband, 
Francis Lee Jacques, a painter of birds, who did 
sume of the illustrations for the Birds of Minnesota. 
The black and white drawings are exquisite and 
Mrs. Jacques in her text has caught the lure which 
this land of stillness and beauty holds for the lover 
of woods and waters. 


Kershner, Frederick D. Those gay mid- 
dle ages. 1938. 235p. Willett, $2. 
940.1 
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The title is ironic, since the author's purpose is 
to remove some of the glamour that centers around 
the age of chivalry. 


Parkes, Henry B. A history of Mexico. 
1938. 432p. Houghton, $3.75. 972 


This one-volume history fills a library need, fur 
there is no other just like it. Covering a long 
period is necessarily compressed, yet is readable. 
Author is a member of the faculty of New York 
University. 

See Booklist 85: 82 Nov. 1 ’88. 


Stoddard, Henry L. It costs to be presi- 
dent. 1938. 3490p. illus. Harper, 
$3.40. 973 


The title is a contribution from Calvin Coolidge. 
“It costs to be president,” he said, as he was 
leaving the office. Other presidents have voiced 
the same sentiment. Out of his own experience as 
a journalist who has known Theodore Roosevelt. 
Taft, Wilson, Harding, Coolidge and Hoover, and 
his knowledge of history as well, the author re- 
veals some of the tricks of chance by which presi- 
dents are made, the broken friendships for which 
presidential ambitions are responsible and some of 
the costs in health and disappointed hopes it in- 
volves. A book to recommend to men readers. 


Vandercook, John W. Caribee cruise. 
1938. illus. 349p. Reynal, $3.50. 
917.29 


Impressionistic rather than factual guide to the 
aribbean islands and Panama. Attractive in make- 
up, with its decorative illustrations in green and 
white. Has no map and is somewhat expensive. 
See Booklist 85: 46 Oct. 1 ’38. 


Wildes, Harry Emerson. Valley Forge. 
1938. 337p. illus. Macmillan, $3.50. 
973.3 


Valley Forge as it was and is. The settlement 
of the region, its early social history, its signifi- 
cance as a turning point in the Revolution, iis re- 
covery after the war was over, and the establish- 
ment of Valley Forge Park, are all adequately 
covered. Attractively illustrated, a useful supple- 
ment to the American history collection. Interest- 
ing to read with Elsie Singmaster’s novel Rifles for 
Washington in this issue, 


Biography 


Adams, Henry. Letters of Henry Adams, 
1892-1918; ed. by Worthington 
Chauncey Ford. 1938. 672p. Hough- 
ton, $4.50. 921 


Readers of the Education and of the first volume 
of published letters (BULLETIN Nov. ’30) will find 
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here the same polished wit, acid criticism, and 

weary pessimism. But granted the point of view, 

ithe comment on world affairs in the period between 

Cleveland’s second administration and Wilson’s is 

entertaining. Henry Adams died in March, 1918. 
See Booklist 35: 46 Oct. 1 ’38. 


Bemelmans, Ludwig. Life class. 1938. 
260p. illus. Viking, $2.50. 921 


Before he wrote and illustrated Hansi and became 
recognized as an artist, Mr. Bemelmans earned a 
living as bus boy and in other capacities in New 
York hotels. These autobiographical chapters, be- 
ginning in his native Tirol, give backstage glimpses 
of the side of hotel life the public never sees. Also 
it tells the story of a boy’s Americanization. 

See Booklist 35: 115 Dec. 1 °38. 


Benson, E. F. Queen Victoria’s daugh- 
ters. 1938. 315p. illus. Appleton, $3. 
920 


Vicky who married the German crown prince— 
Vicky who was so like her mother she couldn’t get 
along with her, any more than she could with 
Bismark; Alix, whose daughter became the czarina 
of Russia and met a tragic fate; Helena, the beau- 
ty of the family, who married more obscurely and 
led a happier life; Louise and Beatrice, who still 
survive: with these five women as heroines this 
could noi but be an interesting book, and in addi- 
tion there is the astute, selfish, lovable woman who 
was their mother. Has been appearing in the 
Atlantic but will be widely read in book form. 


Christowe, Stoyan. This is my country. 
1938. 320p. illus. Carrick, $2.75. 
921 


Immigrant autobiographies are less common than 
they used to be, but here is a very desirable modern 
example to add to the line that runs back to Mary 
Antin and Jacob Riis. Stoyan Christowe came to 
America from the Balkans. As factory worker in 
St. Louis and as waterboy for a Great Northern 
construction gang in Montana, he had his intro- 
duction to American life. The last chapter is his 
native’s return. For like Louis Adamic he went 
back to the old country, and like Adamic, too, he 
was happy to return to the country he had learned 
to call home. 

See Booklist 35: 22 Sept. 15 °38. 


Churchill, Winston. Marlborough, his 
life and times. v. 6. 1938. 670p. illus. 
Scribner, $2.75. 921 


With volume 6 this extended and distinguished 
biography of the au.hor’s ancestor is brought to an 
end. The work as a whole covers the period from 
the reign of Charles II thru that of Queen Anne. 

See Booklist 35: 82 Nov. 1 38. 
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Eastman, Fred. Men of power. 1938. 
v. 1 and 2. Cokesbury press. $1.50 ea. 
920 


Biographies of Thomas Jefferson, Charles Dick- 
ens, Matthew Arnold and Louis Pasteur make up 
volume 1; Frances of Assisi, Leonardo da Vinci, 
Oliver Cromwell and John Milton, volume 2. In 
simple language the author attempts to explain 
these men. “They all had power. How did they 
get it? They accomplished great things for the 
common good. Why?” 

See Booklist 35: 82 Nov. 1 ’38. 


Ely, Richard T. Ground under our feet. 
1938. 330p. illus. Macmillan, $3. 921 


Professor Ely came to Wisconsin in 1892 as 
director of the School of economics, political sci- 
ence and history. Before that he had taught eco- 
nomics at Johns Hopkins and had been one of the 
founders of the American Economics Association. 
His autobiography is a history of the development 
of economic thinking in this country. Has con- 
siderable interest for Wisconsin readers, both in 
relation to people and events in Wisconsin and in 
its larger aspects. 


(jardiner, Charles Fox. Doctor at tim- 
berline. 1938. 315p. illus. Caxton, 
$3. 921 


The flavor of the old west is strong in this book 
of reminiscences, and if the young doctor, fresh 
from the east and a tenderfoot if there ever was 
one, had been less a good sport, he never would 
have stuck it out beyond the first months. The 
doctors are having their day in medical biography, 
and this one is a splendid addition. Attractively 
illustrated. 

Sce Booklist 35: 115 Dee. 1 38. 


Gumpert, Martin. Dunant; the story of 
the Red Cross. 1938. 3823p. Oxford, 
$2.50. 921 


What little is known of the life of Henri Dunant, 
the founder of the Red Cross, is told here, with an 
account of the political conditions under which the 
society was founded. Brings out the fact that 
Dunant had looked forward to the ending of all 
war as the ultimate goal. The final chapter points 
out how far we are from that attainmen and asks 
why the humanitarianism of the 19th century was 
so sad a failure. 

See Booklist 35: 83 Nov. 1 ’38. 


Tisdall, E. E. P. Queen Victoria’s Mr. 
Brown. 1938. 323p. illus. Stokes, 
$3. 921 


The story of John Brown and his amazing place 
in the affection and confidence of Victoria makes 
interesting reading for those who have had brief 
glimpses of the relationship in recent books and 
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plays. The controversy which raged about him at 
the time is reviewed. To Victoria he was servant 
and friend, a strong arm to lean on after Albert’s 
death. To others he was a bully, a conceited, nar- 
row, vindictive person who had far too great in- 
fluence in affairs of state. An interesting supple- 
ment to biographies of the Queen. 


Trowbridge, Lydia Jones. Frances Wil- 
lard of Evanston. 1938. 207p. Wil- 
lett, $2. 921 


Altho Frances Willard’s interest in many reforms 
aside from the Temperance movement is pointed 
out, emphasis is on her work in organizing and 
directing the Women’s Christian Temperance Un- 
ion. In smaller libraries will have an appeal for 
women in clubs and church groups as well 2s 
W. C. T. U. members. 

See Booklist 35: 23 Sept. 15 ’38. 


White, William Allen. A Puritan in 
Babylon: the story of Calvin Coolidge. 
1938. 460p. illus. Macmillan, $3.50. 

921 


The outstanding bi-graphy of the year. Import- 
ant not only as a character s.udy of Calvin 
Coolidge—“‘flinty-faced, sugar-cured and _ hickory- 
smoked” New Englander, with the dried-apple wit 
that stupid people took for stupidity—but as an in- 
terpretation of a period of our history on which we 
lok back as the end of an era. For any library; 
of special appeal to men readers. 


Williams, Valentine. World of action. 
1938. 430p. Houghton, $3.75. 921 


Au-ob‘ography of a successful English newspaper 
man who turned to fiction after war injuries and 
became equally distinguished as a writer of my-ter- 
ies. Has an interest similar to that of the books 
by Duranty and other Amer‘can journalists. 


Fiction 


Bagnold, Enid. The door of life. 1938. 
282p. Morrow, $2.50. 


All of the interest in this novel closes in on cne 
siiuation, the expected birth of a child. The 
thoughts and emotions of the mother form the 
stream that carries the story along, altho out- 
wardly she is concerned with the smooth-running 
of her extensive English household, with its staff 
of servan.s, and is responsible for the happiness 
and well-being of her four older children. These 
children are delightful, and the whole book is a 
remarkably sane, distinguished and unsentimental 
treatment of its theme. 

See Booklist 35: 98 Nov. 15 ’38. 


Bates, H. E. Spella Ho. 1938. 


Little, $2.50. 


382p. 
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The familiar story of a poor boy’s rise to success 
and power, set in industrial England. Spella Ho 
is the great house he acquires as the symbol of his 
wealth. Has its sordid aspects and will not be 
needed in small libraries. Appeared serially in the 
Atlantic. 


Clarke, Frances E., comp. Gallant 
horses; great horses stories of our 
day. 1938. 348p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


A selection of some twenty short stories, by such 
authors as Johan Bojer, Stephen Crane, Esther 
Forbes, John Galsworthy, William Dean Howells, 
Will James, H. H. Knibbs, and Alexander Wooll- 
cott. 

See Booklist 35: 64 Oct. 15 ’38. 


Erskine, John. The start of the road. 
1938. 344p. Stokes, $2.50. 


Taking as the basis for his biographical novel 
the legend that Walt Whitman, while in New 
Orleans, had a luve affair with an octoroon who 
bore him a child, Mr. Erskine has written a con- 
vincing story, true in its essentials to Walt’s char- 
acter. That this tragic love was the hidden in- 
fluence which made him a great poet is implied. 
Scenes are laid chiefly in New Orleans and in 
Washing.on during the Civil war. 


Foster, Michael. To remember at mid- 
night. 1938. 281p. Morrow, $2.50. 


When first met in this book Ann Parnet is trav- 
eling across bleak western plains with her father 
and step-mother on the way to the step-mother’s 
ranch. -Ann’s own mother has been on the stage. 
Her fa.her has been an actor, too, and a bad one, 
and when the ranch becomes too much for him he 
takes Ann and goes back to it. Joining a cheap 
vaudeville company, they tour the mining towns, 
meeting at last the man who recognizes Ann's tal- 
ent. This is the story of her rise, her successes, 
her loves, all of which give her substance to re- 
member as she lovks back at midnigh.. Much like 
American dream in style and in idealism. 


Gunnarsson, Gunnar. The night and the 
dream. 1938. 333p. Bobbs, $2.50. 


Th:s sequel to Ships in the sky carries on the 
story of Uggi thru adolescence. Still griev:ng for 
his mother he finds it hard to accept Sophia, the 
step-mother, who takes her place, but in the end 
it is Sophia who encourages his ambition and opens 
the way io an education. The bo_k ends as he is 
leaving Iceland bent on becoming a writer. 

S2e Booklist 35: 65 Oct. 15 38. 


Hanna, Evelyn. Blackberry winter. 1938. 
482p. Dutton, $2.50. 


Following the fortunes of one family from the 
year 1799 to 1865, this novel presents a realistic 
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picture of the old south and the part which cotton 
played in its rise and fall. There are two strains 
in the Merriman family, represented by the two 
brothers George and Paul, one who lives for cotton, 
one who hates it. The story centers around the 
career of the second Paul, in reality Paul’s son, 
altho George passes as his father. Strong and com- 
pelling, possibly too outspoken for some libraries. 


Hare, Martin, pseud. English rue. 1938. 
517p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


Altho much of the action takes place on the con- 
tinent this novel is thoroughly English and will 
please all readers who enjoy the leisurely type of 
English fiction. There must be many who recall 
the author’s Enchanted winter (BuLLETIN, Apr. '33) 
with pleasure. 


Kamban, Gudmundeer. I see a won- 
drous land. 1938. 310p. Putnam, 
$2.75. 


Using the ancient sagas as sources the author 
has told the story of the westward migrations of 
the Scandinavian people to Greenland and to the 
shores of the new world. Eric the Red, his son 
Leif, Gudrid, whose son born in Vinland was the 
first white-born American, and other historic fig- 
ures move thru the pages, which are rich and 
heroic, frank and brutal in the manner of the 
sagas. 


Marks, Percy. What’s a heaven for? 
1938. 356p. Stokes, $2.50. 


“Ah, but a man’s reach should exceed his grasp, 
or what’s a heaven for?’’ This is the story of two 
boys who in their high school days took this 
Browning sentiment as their life motto, and who 
find as the years go on that their ambitions must 
be scaled down to their abilities. Has both the 
virtues and the defects of the author’s other novels. 

See Booklist 35: 84 Nov. 1 ’38. 


Shafer, Don Cameron. Smokefires in 
Schoharie. 1938. 357p. Longmans, 
$2.50. 


Historical narrative of the settlement of the 
Schoharie valley in New York by German refugees. 
Starting with little but their bare hands, but with 
the friendship of the Mohawks, they build up a 
prosperous community. Then comes the Revolu- 
tionary war, and with British and Indians joined 
against them, the settlement is wiped out, leaving 
a few survivors to begin where their grandfathers 
had started and build it over again. Episodic, lack- 
ing focus of interest on any one character. 


Singmaster, Elsie. 
ton. 1938. 
$2.25. 


Rifles for Washing- 
321p. illus. Houghton, 
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A splendid story of the Revolutionary war, good 
for either adults or young people, There are two 
heroes, Uncle, the long, lean rifleman, and Davy, 
his nephew. The two march together, or rather 
Uncle marches and Davy sneaks his way in, with 
the first company from Western Pennsylvania to 
answer Washington’s call. Mixed in with the 
scenes of carnage are quiet peaceful intervals in 
the religious communities of the region. In one 
of these Davy finds both a long-lost sister and a 
bride. 


Taber, Gladys. A star to steer by. 1938. 
285p. Macrae, $2. 


This Wisconsin author is always successful in 
her handling of family problems. Usually, too, in 
her setting of Stillwater—quite clearly Appleton— 
there is a bit of labor trouble mixed in. In this 
case a strike situation is presented sympathetically, 
with the moral that when both sides are too ob- 
stinate to compromise every one concerned suffers. 
Characters are well drawn, not only the princi- 
pals: Halloran, the labor leader, Jerome, the stub- 
born employer, and Linda, who finds herself un- 
wittingly torn between their two points of view, 
but also the three children and several minor 
figures. 


Tate, Allen. The fathers. 
Putnam, $2.50. 


A story covering events of the year preceding 
the outbreak of the civil war as they appear in 
retrospect to the old man who was a boy when 
they were happening. The indirect method of 
narration calls for concentrated attention and like 
Ruberts: Black is my true love’s hair (BULLETIN 
Dec. ’38) which is unlike it in other ways, it will 
have a strong appeal for the few. 

See Booklist 35: 49 Oct. 1 '38. 


1938. 306p. 


Turnbull, Agnes Sligh. Remember the 
end. 1938. 468p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


This new novel by the author of The rolling years 
is a story of the Pennsylvania coal fields. With 
Andrew Carnegie as his ideal, young Alex MeTay 
comes to America. Back in Scotland there had 
been those who looked on him as a second Bobbie 
Burns, for he had a gift for rhyming. The story 
tells how he put all this behind him, how he mar- 
ried Meggie, who had no joy in the things money 
could buy, and how he failed to kill in his son the 
talent he had so successfully buried in his own life. 
A good all round novel for any library. 

See Booklist 85: 119 Dec. 1 °38. 


Van Doren, Dorothy. Those first affec- 
tions. 1938. 291p. Houghton, $2.50. 


Sympathetically told story of a child’s growing- 
up years in the New York of the early 20th century. 
The adult world is seen entirely through the eyes 
of the little girl, and the various social levels thru 
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which descending fortune takes the family are 
skillfully pictured. 
See Booklist 35: 99 Nov. 15 ’38. 


Reprints and New Editions 


Bennett, John. The pigtail of Ah-Lee 
Ben Loo. c1928; newed. 1938. 298p. 
illus. Longmans, $2. 


Originally priced at $3.50. Somewhat smaller in 
size but with the same silhouette illustrations. 


Bronte, Charlotte. Jane Eyre. new ed. 

1938. 576p. Oxford, $3. 

A handsome edition in which the spirit of the 
tale is admirably caught in the eerie illustrations, 
reproduced in shades of greenish blue, by Helen 
Sewell. Really good editions of any of the standard 
authors are hard to come by these days. This is 
one to add to the list. 


Finger, Charles J. Courageous compan- 
ions. 1938. 304p. c1929; new ed. 
1938. Longmans, $2. 


An attractive edition somewhat smaller than the 
original, with the black and white illustrations but 
minus those in color. Former price, $2.50. 


Hudson, W. H. Little boy lost. new ed. 
1938. 215p. illus. Knopf, $1.25. 


Attractive reprinting of this delicate and appeal- 
ing story, with good type and black and white 
illustrations. 


Louis Rhead illustrated edition. Harper, 
$1.50. 
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Ttles now available in this excellent edition 
include: 


Aesop’s fables. 
Arabian nights entertainments. 


Cooper. The deerslayer. 


Dodge. Hans Brinker. 
King Arthur and his knights; comp. by 
Sir James Knowles. 


Lamb. Tales from Shakespeare. 


Stevenson. Kidnapped. 
Treasure island. 


Swift. Gulliver’s travel. 


In similar size and format Harpers have 
issued: 

Clemens. Life on the Mississippi; illus. 
by Frank E. Schoonover and Walter 
Stewart, $1. 


Other Reprints 
Bullen. The cruise of the Cachelot. 
Grosset, 50c. 
Munroe. The flamingo feather. Har- 
per, 50c. 
Wakulla. Grosset, 50c. 
Otis. Mr. Stubb’s brother. Grossat, 50c. 
Stoddard. Talking leaves. Harper, 50c. 
Terhune. The critter and other dogs. 
Grosset, $1. 








